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A CONTRISUTION TO CULTURAL RELATIONS 


by 


“Jessica Jones" 


In the course of researches for my Praeger Bm on The 
incalculably Valuable but Unappreciated Services of Librarians, I have noted 
wide gulfs of misunderstanding between librarians and non-libraorians. I 
feel that in this world of discord and suspicion, some attempt should be made 
to encourage closer understanding between classes and groups; hence these 
comments are offered in the hope that by clearing up a few current miscon- 
ceptions they may lead to better relations between librarians and the human 
race. ; 


I 
Library users suspect that librarians have taken home all the good 
books themselves, the pigse This is not soe The books which the librarians 
are reading are just as stupid and uncntcrtaining as the ones remaining on 
the shelves. What is necded here is a new ronaissance in litcraturo; there 
is nothing wrong with libraricns' charactors. 


i> II 

The public fccols that library work consists mostly of stamping books 
in cond out with « little rubber stamp. This may perhaps hcevc beon truc a 
century ago; not so today. Our modorn profcssional librarian will bc found 
instcad sctting rat traps, fixing fluorescont lights, hunting for fusc 
boxes, mopping watocr from lcaks in the roof, locating gus loaks, supcr- 
vising ccrpcontors, and repairing tho plumbinge The rubbcr stamp which looms 
so large in the public consciousness moans vory little in our livos, as it. 
rarcly gots out of ordor. Actually it is nothing but a standordizcd prop 
to aid the avcrage citizen in distinguishing librarics from bus tcrmin:ls. 


Iil 

Patrons scldom appreciate the truc nature of library fincs. Chcrge 
a man two cconts and he gocs off sncovring up his slcove ot the smoll-mindcd 
penny-pinching girl bchind the desk; charge him 2 dollar cand ho writes to 
the nowsp:per dcomanding 2 Congrossional investigation of profitccring by 
librcrics. Mysclf, I favor abolishing finos; it would solvc the problem 
of overcrowded stacks, as no norm.l borrower would rcturn his books until 
houscelcaning timc. 


UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
GENERAL LIBRARY 
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A CONTRIBUTION TO CULTURAL RELATIONS - CONT. 


Iv 

Librarians are taught from the cradle to believe that the public says 
library work is nice clean worke My survey shows no basis in fact for this 
convictione People say many things when libraries enter the discussion-- 
they say, "Don't try to tell me you work in a library--you have to be able 
to read to work in a library!" or they say, “You work in a library? How's 
to get me a copy of the Kinsey report?" but never, never do they say that 
they think libraries are cleane Actually some romark daintily that they 
nevor road library books because they don't want to catch a lot of germs-- 
and besides, if they read the book first it always spoils the movic for them 
And I guess that thought will hold you libraricns for o while! 
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HAWAIIANA 


by 
Clare Murdoch 


The Hawaiiana Section would like suggestions for books that should be 
written on Hawaii. All of us who do any sort of general reference work 
in Hawaiiana have come across large gaps in the literature. That book 
on lauhala weaving with instructions on how to make table mats and napkin 
ringse A goed book on Hawaii, or Maui, all by itself, with descriptions 
of historic or scenic spots and legends. That up-to-date simple history. 
A new geography. We would like to know your pet missing books. At the 
Hawaii Library Association meeting in April we expect to discuss this 


missing literature in our section meeting, and in order to organize the 
material, would like to have as many suggestions as possible beforehand. 
Whether you plan to attend the Hawaiiana Section meeting or not, if you 
have any ideas on the subject we would appreciate hearing from you. We 
do not promise to get all the books written, but perhaps we can start a 
few of them on their way. Mail any suggestions to Miss Clare Murdoch, 
Library of Hawaii, Honolulu 2. 


OODDOCCOOCOOCOOODN NOON ON 00CO0 0000 00000000000000 


CURRENT HAWAIIANA 


The Current Hawaiiana mailing list grows larger with every issue, 
There are 66 mainland and foreign subscribers -- in New Zealand, Manile, — 
Japan, Fiji, Sweden, Australia, and France. Also, there are 107 local 
subscribers, including schools, bookstores, government agencies and 
business concerns. We think that ao vote of thanks should be given to 
the hardworking committee -- Clare Murdoch, Genevieve Correa, and Janct 
Bell, chairman. The committee reports that it is very grateful to Ynez 
Gibson of Brentano's for keeping them informed of new printed matter, to 
Mr. McClurkin of the Legislative Reference Bureau for his contributions, 
and to the University of Hawaii for theirs. The chairman reports that 
very few contributions are sent in to them, especially from the other 
islands -~ this is an appeal to all librarians to help the committee to 
carry on their good work. 
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THE HAWAIIAN ECONOMIC FOUNDATION 


by 
Betty Smith 
librarian, HeLe Fe 


The Hawaiian Economic Foundation, sponsored by leading business and 
financial concerns in the Islands, is a non-profit association dedicated to 
"promoting the fullest utilization of Hawaii's resources and development of 
industries" and "strengthening the position of Hawaii in the future develop- 
ment of the Pacific area." One of its main purposes is the conducting of 
"significant studies of the Islands economy"; its program covers industrial, 
social, racial and educational aspects as they relate to the economys 


The Foundation's greatest passion is for factse This is the first phase 
of its works Since the staff is small, the materials cannot all be collect- 
ed at oncee The library contributes in this connectionj and the work of the 
research department in primary research contributes as wells 


One of the first things that the Foundation is studying is the business 
structure of the Islandse It is necessary to take this segment by segment. 
The first project on which we have worked has had to do with "Who owns the 
corporations?" We can tell you now, although the findings have not yet been 
released, that there is a tremendous trend toward diversification of owner- 
ship such as has been witnessed on the mainlande More and more people ere 
becoming owners of the corporations, a fact not generally realized here in 
Hawaiie People still think of a closely knit business set-upe When this 
study is published, you will find it of interest, for it is coupled with a 
study on what people know and think about corporations and corporate owner= 
ship-emuch of the thinking is away off basee 


The greatest obstacles to the development of the library seem to be the 
length of time it takes to obtain new books and periodicals, the lack of 
statistics on the Islands and the everlasting problem of not having enough 
time to do all the things you'd like to do, a problem with which most libra- 
rians are fomiliare 


Our most vital source of information seems to be the pamphlet and clip- 
ping filee Although the building of the file seems very time-consuming, the 
information it can give proves that it is worth the time it takes. The 
Foundation subscribes to nine newspapers and approximately seventy periodi- 
calse We receive the San Francisco Chronicle, the Los Angeles Times and the 
New York Times by airmaile Each newspaper is searched for new items which 
may be neededs The range of subjects is wide--labor conditions and legis-- 
lation, wages, prices, food supply, new resources and industries, strikes, 
communism, and business facts are includedse Territorial and federal bureaus, 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the Legislative Reference Bureau provide 
essential pamphlets and leafletse The book collection numbers about 225 with 
about 100 more on order at the present timee Our periodical list covers a 
wide range, including economic, political, business and advertising journals. 


The Foundation is one of the few organizations of its kind, a group 
brought into being to deal with the human aspects of the economic picture as 
well as more orthodox aspects. It is interesting that business leaders here 
are acting on their growing consciousness of the very close comection between 
the everyday living of a community and a stable productive economy. The 
establishment of the Foundation is a tribute, in this respect to the forward- 
looking kind of leadership business has in these Islands. 
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KAUAI HIGHLIGHTS 


by 
Lucille Moore 
Kauai Public Library Association, Ltd. 


Personal notes. 


In spite of the peace and quiet of our little island, something un- 
expected is always happeninge Julia Szinkunas and Lucille Moore were dragged 
off to the magistrate's office to serve as witnesses for a soldier's wedding 
one morning at ten after eighte The couple had to catch a plane from the 
other side of the island at ninee Hope they made itt... 

Mrs. Mary Pelton, our newest mainlander, who arrived from Minnesota 
January first as cataloger, couldn't let Emily Reed and Lu Berg get ahead of 
here She turned her ankle on the back step of the library cottage and 
chipped a bone in her foot--has to do a few weeks' stint on crutches. One 
of the library board members told her, "That's what you get for trying to 
slip in the back door." It's a good thing Lucille Moore had just invested 
in a 1937 Chevvie~-she's getting in practice for her driving test by chauf- 
fering Mrse Pelton to work, as well as taking in Kauai's wonderful scenery. 

The whole professional staff seem to have their noses in_House 
Beautiful and their hands in paint these days redecorating their various 
Shelterse The library cottage apartments have received several new articles 
of furnituree Mrse Hadley has the Wilcox cottage at Poipu beach while the 
painters have her housee She comes in every morning raving about sunsets on 
the beach, and the joys of commuting through blue mountains and pasture 
lands white with dew. ; 

The staff and the library board gave a surprise party for Mrs. Hadley 
and Mr. Tokita, bookkeeper, on the anniversary of their twenty years of 
service to the library, on December 19. The staff presented Mrs. Hadley 
with a strand of pearls and Mre Tokita with a pen and pencil sete The board 
gave gifts of ERE MOC 


We also work occasionally. 


Mrs. Hadley made a trip to Honolulu recently to interview architects 
and to talk with Miss Newman in preparation for the construction of the 
Hanapepe branch, which we still have hopes of being built in our lifetime. 

Olokele Plantation has just furnished a lovely room near the planta- 
tion store for our Makaweli library station. Table and chairs and magazines 
make it seem more like a branch, and night hours are being considereds 

The Library and Mokihana Club are cooperating to bring art exhibits 
from the Honolulu Academy of Arts to Kauai, to be displayed in the library. 
One on Polynesian art has come and gone, and an exhibit of modern American 
painting is expected. 

The very fine shell collection of the Spauldings, original owners of 
Valley House, has been given to the library in a walnut display case. 

Mrs. Hadley has been busy weeding out and replacing non-fiction, 
particularly technical bookse 

High school students have been besieging us with requests for material 
on the Taft-Hartley bill, the Marshall plan, the responsibility of the 
United States as a world power, woman suffrage,etce There are three high 
schools, and each gets supplementary help from us, either book truck service 
or large collections of bookse 
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 
Hawaii County Library by Isabel Welsh 


For the first time in over six years, the staff of the Hawaii County 
Library is completee (We have our fingers crossed) A new assistant 
Librarian, Miss Carol Brice, arrived the middle of January and a Children's 
librarian, Miss Salome Betts, the last of February. Miss Brice came from 
Dayton, Ohio, where she was connected with the Army Library, and Miss Betts 
from the Children's Department of the Enoch Pratt Library of Baltimore. 

In December we enjoyed a short visit from Miss Beatrice Holt, instruc- 
tor in cataloging at the University of Denver Library School. Miss Holt was 
visiting here for a day or two with a former student, Mrs. Jean Lee of our 
staff, and dropped in to look over our library. 

A former cataloger on our staff, Miss Ellen MacGregor, now living in 
Chicago, has turned author. Her first book, a juvenile called "Tommy and 
the Telephone", was brought out a few wecks ago by Albert Whitman. 

Something New Has Been Added: Two of our exechildren's librarians have 
added to their families with in the past few weeks. Mrs. Pierre Bowman 
(Betty Bond) has a daughter, and Mrse David E. Larsen (Elizabeth Phillips) 
has a son, their third and fourth children respectively. 

Unfinished Business: Plans for the new library building. 


Army Libraries (USARPAC) by Louise Grove 


Miss Dorothea Surtees, Command Librarian, USARPAC, has returned from 
an inspection tour of Christmas Island, preparatory to setting up a library 
ther ee 

Kwajelein Library is taking shape under the guiding hand of Miss 
Genevieve Friday, Field Section supervisor, who has been there since the 
first of December. 

Miss Catherine Green, former Chicf Librarian, has accepted a position 
as Librarian of the hiuscle Shoals Regional Library at Florence, Alabama. 

Congratulations to our Fort Shafter Librarian, Miss Lucile Monroe, for 
being honored in the January issue of the Wilson Bulletin with a reprint 
of her essay, “The book and i”. 


Library of Hawaii by Virginia Crozier 


Miss Eva Boyd returned the last of January after a grand vacation with 
relatives in Oregon. 

Miss Lelia Saunders resigned from the Extension Department to go to 
Washington, D-C. for an overseas library assignmente She was honored by 
the Extension Department at a pleasant Sunday breakfast at the Niumalu 
before her departure. 

Mrs. Dorothy McAlister is recuperating nicely from a major operation. 
She hopes to return to work by the end of March. 

Letters from Frances Hurd show that she is enjoying her new library 
position in one of Oakland's branch libraries, as well as the cool climate of 
Alameda, where Miss Hurd and her mother own a new house and lovely garden. 

The sudden death of Mr. William Zane, who was on our clerical staff 
at the Loan desk, was a great shock to all of use 

The Library celebrated its thirty-fifth anniversary on February 1st 
with a tea in the patio. 
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LIBRARY ACTIVITIES - Cont 
University of Hawaii by Helen Bevens 


Dre Stroven returned early in February from sabbatical leavee On the 
mainland he visited a number of college and university libraries, and is 
ploased to report that the University of Hawaii library measures up very 
favorably with others of its size. 

Due to the record enrollment in Freshman English classes, the Circula- 
tion and Reference staff is unable to handle the customary library instruc- 
tion lessons this semester, and an experiment is under way to give the 
English instructors the lessons to be relayed to their studentse It is 
at least educational for the instructors! 

The Circulation department is rejoicing in a newly remodeled and en- 
larged desk, which is so big that the staff members can move around without 
tripping each other, and which has so much drawer space that six drawers 
are still empty. 

A recent acquisition of great usefulness is the Royal society of London 
Catalogue of scientific papers, 18 ve 

Haruc Palomino is taking a year's leave of absence; Wai Chee Yee is 
replacing her (and very busy she is, between Periodicals and Exchanges, 
and her little girl who has mumps!) 
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THE EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT 


We are happy to hear that some of our Hawaii friends are getting into 
printe In the Wilson bulletin of January 1948, you will find Lucille 
Monroe's essay on "The book and i" from the USARPAC Card Catalog, which was 
reprinted in the September issue of the HLA. Journale Congratulations, 
Lucille ... Then too, in the same issue of the Wilson Bulletin is an 
interesting article on the Library of Hawaii's young people's section, "We 
call it the Alcove" by Hannah Hunt, who was the Young People's Advisor at 
the Library for several yearse She is now at a North Hollywood branch 
library, and we hear that she gave Hawaii a boost not so long ago--she gave 
a talk on "Hawaii in books and pictures" before a luncheon meeting of the 
North Hollywood Rotarians «+e. We have just read a new juvenile, "Ten Beaver 
Street" by Isabelle Couper McLellend, who is Ann Pfaender's sistere The 
story is a charming one of a Scotch family's arrival in the United States. 

Bibliographically speaking, the HLA. Journal is a bit snefue If any 
of you have been looking for Volume 4, number 1 of the Journal, you won't 
find it, as it was not included in the sequencee We have begun the new yoar 
with a new volume, so this is Volume 5, number 1. Our apologies for any 
inconvenience this may have causede 

The editor paid a visit to Cooke Library at Punahou School, and was 
impressed with the changese The main room looks much larger since the sido 
partitions have been removed. The junior and senior academies use this main 
reference room as a study halle We were quite impressed with the new clemen- 
tary school library in the basemont, and especially liked the low attrac- 
tive red shelvese Mrs. Halstead is justly proud of the library's “new look" 
ese Wo have also visited Kaimuki Branch Library of the Library of Hawaii. 
It also looks more spacious--a nice large workroom has been built, besides 
the auditorium; the latter should be a blessing to the various Kaimuki clubse 
The branch library plans an open house soon to celebrate its "rejuvenation", 

The spring meeting is in the offinge Here's hoping that all of you 
will be able to be present on April 3, at Waioli Tea Room The last meeting 
there was such a success (in spite of the rain) that the Executive board of 
the He LeAe has decided to follow the same procedure for the spring mcctinge 
We'll see you on April 3--until then, Aloha--and a Happy Easter! 








